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Nov. 12, 1999 

CMA OFFERS “NATIVITY TOURS” FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will offer Nativity Tours through its 
permanent collection Nov. 14 through Dec. 31, 1999. Visitors can enjoy recorded or live 
descriptions while they view images of the Virgin Mary and the Christ child in the early Christian 
galleries through the Old Masters galleries. 

The CMA has one of the finest collections of Christian art in America — of which the 
Nativity Tours will point out up to 30 representative works. They include Filipino Lippi’s famous 
Renaissance painting The Holy Family with John the Baptist and Saint Margaret, the 1 1 ,h -century 
ivory carving of Madonna and Child Enthroned with Angels, and the exceedingly rare 6 ,h -century 
tapestry Icon of the Virgin. A variety of options will be available for visitors to take the Nativity 
Tours, including using a printed list and the CD ROM Sight & Sound Self-Guided Audio Tour, 
gallery talks, and group bookings. They coincide with the opening of an exhibition about one of 
the CMA’s most famous paintings, Nicolas Poussin’s Holy Family on the Steps, on Nov. 1 4. 

Self-guided tours using the CMA’s Sight & Sound tour of the permanent collection, or 
simply with the printed list, may be taken at any time during regular museum hours. Ten of the 30 
works selected for the Nativity Tour have recorded descriptions, including Poussin’s Holy Family 
on the Steps. The Sight & Sound tour, which can be used throughout the museum, is available for 
$4 per person, $3 for students and seniors. A second headset can be rented for a child with an 
adult for $2. 

As part of the CMA’s activities surrounding Holiday CircleFest — a festival of seasonal 
music, workshops, gift shopping, and refreshments on Sunday, Dec. 5 — a free guided Nativity 
Tour, led by museum staff, will be available at 2:30 and 4 p.m. This Nativity Tour will be 
repeated in place of the usual highlights tours Wednesday, Dec. 8 and Sunday, Dec. 19, both 
at 1:30 p.m. 

Guided tours for groups of 15 to 20 people may be made by appointment for other dates. 
The group tour fee is $3.50 per person. Admission to the museum is free. For more information 
on group visits or to book a group tour, contact Maggie Day at 1-888-CMA-7175. 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clemusart.com. 
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